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clear indication that the qualities which after-
wards raised him to fame and power were already
apparent, and affected the little world about him.
All his contemporaries of that time speak of his
eloquence. The gift of speech, the unequalled
power of statement, which were born in him, just
like the musical tones of his voice, could not be
repressed. There was no recurrence of the diffi-
dence of Exeter. His native genius led him irre-
sistibly along the inevitable path. He loved to
speak, to hold the attention of a listening audience.
He practised off-hand speaking, but he more com-
monly prepared himself by meditating on his sub-
ject and making notes, which, however, he never
used. He would enter the class-room or .debating
society and begin in a low voice and almost sleepy
manner, and would then gradually rouse himself
like a lion, and pour forth his words until he had
his hearers completely under his control, and glow-
ing with enthusiasm.

We see too, at this time, the first evidence of
that other great gift of bountiful nature in his
commanding presence. He was then tall and thin,
with high cheek bones and dark skin, but he was
still impressive. The boys about him never for-
got the look of his deep-set eyes, or the sound of
the solemn tones of his voice, his dignity of nrien^
and his absorption in his subject. Above all they
were conscious of something indefinable which
conveyed a sense of greatness. It is not usual to